WARGO NATURE CENTER PRESENTS

PREDATOR/PREY WEEK
Have you ever been outside and seen an animal run away from you? Have you seen an animal chase
down another animal? Animals that live outside are part of predator/prey relationships. It’s a daily
battle for survival in an “eat, or be eaten” kind of world. This week, we are going to do some activities
that help us explore the worlds of predator and prey animals.

T E R MS
Predator: An animal that hunts other
animals for food.

PREDATOR/PREY WEEK
RESOURCES
CLICK ON THE LINKS BELOW
FOR MORE INFORMATION

Prey: An animal that is hunted by other
animals for food.
Adaptation: A behavior or characteristic
that helps an animal survive in their
environment.
Herbivore: An animal that mostly eats
plant material.
Carnivore: An animal that mostly eats
other animals.
Omnivore: An animal that eats both plant
and animal materials.

Animals of Minnesota

PRE DAT O R /P R E Y WE E K
D AY 1
WHAT ARE PREDATORS AND WHAT ARE PREY?
Go outside or sit by a window and observe what animals you see. Write them in the list below.
Once you’ve observed as many animals as you can see, imagine that you are surrounded by
a towering forest or an endless prairie. Write down as many animals as you can think of that
would live in the forest or prairie. Once you have a good sized list, go through and check
whether each animal is a predator, prey animal, or both in the boxes to the right.

NAME OF ANIMAL

OWL

PREDATOR

X

SQUIRREL

SPIDER

PREY

X

X

X

THINGS TO WONDER
How can an animal be both a predator and a prey animal? What are the largest and smallest
predators in the world? What are the largest and smallest prey animals in the world?

PRE DAT O R /P R E Y WE E K
DAY 2
PREDATOR ADAPTATIONS
Predators have many adaptations that help
them catch their prey. Solitary predators
(predators that hunt alone) usually hunt by
silently stalking their prey, or hiding and
waiting to ambush prey animals that come by.
Some predators, like wolves, hunt in groups. A
pack of predators will often chase their prey
until the prey animal tires out.
The lynx is one of Minnesota’s four species of
wild cats and is a well adapted predator. Do you
notice anything special or unique on the lynx’s
body? What adaptations does the lynx have on
its body that would help it catch a rabbit?
LYNX ADAPTATIONS -

Predators like the lynx also
have many adaptations in
their behavior. Below are
three adaptations that are
important for many predators. Describe how
you think each of these behavioral adaptations
would help a lynx catch its prey:
Nocturnal (active at night) -

Stealth -

Patience -

PREDATOR/PREY GAME
Do you have the right adaptations to be a predator and hunt an animal? Find a grownup, sibling,
or someone else in your household and play this game to find out.
1.

One person is the prey animal. Their job is to use their best listening skills to see if they can
hear a predator coming. Another person is the predator animal. Their job is to sneak up on
the prey animal without being noticed.

2. The predator finds a place to hide. The prey finds a place to sit down. The prey animal is
pretending to eat grass, so they are not looking around for predators. They must put on a
blindfold and rely on their hearing to detect danger.
3. Once the prey is seated and blindfolded, the predator must use their best stealth skills to
stalk or sneak up on the prey and try to tag them.
4. If the prey hears the predator, they must point directly at where the noise is coming from.
If the prey points at the predator, then the predator is seen and the prey escapes. To avoid
overpointing, the prey animal gets 3 chances during the round to point at the predator.
THINGS TO WONDER
Are there any predator animals living in your neighborhood? What adaptations would help a
prey animal escape a predator?

PRE DAT O R /P R E Y WE E K
D AY 3
PREY ADAPTATIONS
While predators may be fierce, prey animals have many adaptations that help them hide or
escape. Have you ever seen a rabbit? Color in the rabbit below and circle the things on its
body that would help it survive. Keeping in mind the adaptations that predators have, see if
you can list adaptations that would help a rabbit escape or avoid a predator.
Here are a few to get you started:

PREY ADAPATATIONS

HOW MIGHT IT HELP A RABBIT SURVIVE?

CAMOUFLAGE

EXCELLENT HEARING

SPEED

Quick Write Reflection
Write a story from the perspective of a
prey animal being hunted by a predator. If
you need help with ideas, here are some
questions to think about for your story:
Where does this animal live, and how did the
predator find the animal? How does the prey
feel when it’s being hunted? What adaptations
does the prey animal have to help keep it
safe? Does the prey animal escape, or not?

PREY STORY - BY:

PRE DAT O R /P R E Y WE E K
D AY 4
ALL THE VORES - CARNIVORES, OMNIVORES, AND HERBIVORES
When scientists study predators and prey animals, they often put them into three different
groups depending on what they eat. Carnivores are adapted to eat other animals, omnivores are
adapted to eat both animals and plants, and herbivores are adapted to eat plant material.
Looking back at the list you made on Day 1, see if you can identify which animals are carnivores,
omnivores, and herbivores. Add a “C”, “O”, or “H” next to each of their names.
If animals could go to a restaurant, they would have a hard time looking through the menu and
figuring out what they can and can’t eat. To make things easier for them, you can open the
world’s first restaurant for wild animals!
Create a menu with options that would be suitable for all types of animals. You can include
appetizers, soups, salads, main dishes, sandwiches, beverages, desserts or whatever you’d like!
After you’ve written all your menu items, label each item with the correct diet and a price. Make
sure to include a key for the labels you use, and don’t forget to write the name of your restaurant
on the first page.
Once your menu is completed, you can set up a table or picnic blanket outside. Grab a stuffed
animal, sibling, grownup, or someone else from your household and run your pretend restaurant!

PRE DAT O R /P R E Y WE E K
D AY 5
TEETH ADAPTATIONS
We can learn a lot about predators and prey animals by observing them in the wild. However,
that’s not always easy to do! Most animals will run away if they sense a human nearby. When it’s
difficult to observe a living animal, we can learn from things they leave behind, such as tracks,
scat, and bones. We can tell a lot about an animal’s diet from its skull and teeth.
Looking at the diagram of a wolf’s teeth below, brainstorm what each type of tooth might be
used for.

Incisors:

Canine:

Premolars:

Carnassial teeth:

Molars:

Now take a look at your own teeth. Find
a mirror and shine a flashlight in your
mouth, and use your tongue to feel the
different shapes of your teeth. What do
you notice about your teeth?

DINNER EXPERIMENT
While eating, see if you can be mindful of which teeth you are using for the different types of
food on your plate. Draw an enlarged sketch of each of your teeth, and write down what you
use them for when eating.

A N O K A C O U N T Y P A R KS

•

WARGO NATURE CENTER

PRE DAT O R /P R E Y WE E K
CRA FT - BO BCAT MASK
Supplies
Cardboard (cereal box is easier to cut)
Scissors
Black Marker
White Paper/Printout
Glue
Popsicle Stick
Instructions
Print out and trace the mask template on the
next page or draw one of your own on the
cardboard. The template works for ages 3 and
up. Cut out the cardboard mask and eye holes.
We used a cardboard box from a package and
needed to cut it out with a box cutter. Then we
used a cereal box which was much easier with
scissors. Cut out and glue on white stripes
around the eyes. Outline the eyes with black
marker and draw a nose, whiskers, and a few
stripes from the eyes down.

The mask can be used either direction, the
bottom will be where you draw the nose and
glue the popsicle stick. I liked the popsicle
stick idea since sometimes my kids don’t like
the feeling of masks tied to their face, but you
could also use ribbon or elastic and punch
holes on the side instead.
Added Fun
Make a paper mouse or use a stuffed animal
to hide that your bobcat can go hunting for!

B O B C AT M A S K T E M P L AT E

To read these books and more search under the

Anoka County Library E-library page.
No library card needed!
https://www.anokacounty.us/2599/eLibrary
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