WARGO NATURE CENTER PRESENTS

ANIMAL HOMES WEEK
This week we are talking about animal homes, but is an animal’s habitat its home? Yes, and no, a
habitat is the area that animal uses in order to get the 5 basic resources it needs to survive. These
are food, water, shelter, space, and air (oxygen). What these resources are and how much of them
are needed vary from animal to animal. For instance, deer do not need very much shelter, a thicket
of tall grass or a dry place under a tree is enough of a home for them, but a muskrat needs to build
an entire hut out of cattails and mud to have enough shelter to survive. Let’s explore how some
animals build their homes and make better shelters for themselves.

T E R MS
Basic Resource: Something all animals
need to grow or live.
Habitat: A place where an animal lives
and provides all an animal’s needs.
Adaptation: A part of an animal’s body
or a behavior that lets an animal survive
in its habitat.

ANI MAL HOMES WEEK
RESOURCES
CLICK ON THE LINKS BELOW
FOR MORE INFORMATION
National Geographic Animal Homes Worksheet
Resources For Animal Houses
Wood Duck Box
Kestrel Box Plans
Bat Box
Bluebird Boxes
Wooden Box or PVC Box PDF Plans
Native Bee Homes
U of M Bee Homes
Bee Home Pamphlet
Another Type Of Bee Home
Making Perennials Better Bee Homes
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WHAT IS A HOME?
An animal home is a place that an animal uses to protect itself from weather, predators, and/
or raise its young. An animal home can be simple, like space between rocks, or complex, like a
beehive. Animals build their home from materials that they find in their habitat and their home
is designed to take advantage of their adaptations.
Activity: Home assessment!
Humans can live in almost any climate or place on earth because we can change our
surrounding to meet our needs. In Minnesota, what are our shelter needs? Could we survive
without a home? What needs does your home meet for you? List your needs under the column
labeled need and find examples around your house of how those needs are met. See the
examples below.

NEED

WARMTH

PROTECTION FROM WEATHER

SAFETY

HOW YOUR HOME MEETS IT?

FURNACE, FIREPLACE, BED, INSULATION
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NESTS AND HOMES IN TREES
Many animals make nests. Nest can be built in trees or on the ground and they can be built out
in the open or inside of a tree cavity. Nests are made of many different types of materials. Most
birds only build a nest to raise their young and will use other types of shelter once their young
have left the nest.
Grass and Leaf Nests
Many animals make nests out of grass. Some
weave the grass together like the Baltimore
Oriole or mix the grass with mud to make a
pile nest like many ducks, geese, and loons or
a cup nest like American robins. Some black
bears will also make their dens out of grass or
leaves.

ORIOLE NEST

BLACK BEAR DEN

Mud Nests
Mud is a great material for nest building. It
sticks together and to other surfaces and,
when dry, is really strong. Many animals will
use their mud nest for more than one year.
Animals that make mud nests like to make
them high up on cliffs or on the sides of
buildings. You might have seen one under a
picnic pavilion at a park or under the eaves on
your house.

CLIFF SWALLOW NEST

Stick Nests
Many birds build nests out of sticks like
Herons, Great-Horned Owls, Red-tailed hawks
and Ospreys. Stick nests are usually built high
off the ground in trees where branches come
together, but many animals will use human
made structures like telephone poles or
purpose-built nesting platforms.

OSPREY NEST

Hollows in Trees
Trees are very important places to live for
many animals, especially dead trees! Dead
trees (or dead parts of trees) are like animal
hotels. Insects live under the bark and in the
wood and many other animals, birds, squirrels,
racoons, opossums live inside the trees when
they are hollowed out. Some animals will make
these trees comfortable by lining them with
soft grass, feathers, fur or other soft materials.

RACCOON IN A TREE
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Activity: Build a Nest of Your Own
Robins are common back yard birds. They build their nests high off the ground in trees or on
buildings. Their nests are made of mud, grass, and lined with something fluffy, like feathers,
dandelion seed fluff or even cloth from shirts or socks.
Your challenge is to make your own robin nest. You will need to find all the materials to build
the nest and then find a way make it stick together. Does your habitat have what it takes to
support a robin? Do you have the skills needed to build a nest? Take the challenge and find out!
If you don’t have right materials get creative. No mud? Find another material to hold your nest
together, like modeling clay or playdough.
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HOMES IN THE GROUND
Many animals have adaptations, like claws or
shovel like snouts that let them dig a home
into the ground. Underground homes offer
protection from predators, a cool place in the
summer, warmth in the winter, and protection
from fire. Some underground dwellers dig
a burrow while others will dig a network of
tunnels and live mostly underground.
Burrows
Some burrowing animals like toads, turtles,
and bears only dig dens or burrows to stay
warm in the winter. Other burrowing animals
dig burrows to raise young and live in like
Groundhogs, foxes, rabbits, crayfish and many
bees.
Tunnels
These animals take burrowing to the next level
they tunnel under ground to get around, find
food, and safe. Moles, gophers, and ants are
examples of tunneling animals.

D AY 3 - ACTIVITY ON NEXT PAGE
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Activity: Animal Home Designer
What an animal home looks like
depends on the animal’s needs are,
what resources it has around it, and
what adaptations the animal can
use to build it. Circle one or two
items from each of the columns
below and draw an animal and its
home based on those adaptations.

ANIMAL NEEDS

HABITAT/RESOURCES

ADAPTATION

SAFE PLACE TO RAISE
YOUNG

WATER, PLANTS, AND ROCKS

CLAWS FOR DIGGING

TO SLEEP AWAY THE
WINTER

DRY SANDY PRAIRIE NO TREES

WINGS FOR FLYING

HEAVY FOREST WITH TALL TREES

PAWS THAT ARE GOOD FOR
GRABBING AND CLIMBING

HUMAN’S BACK YARD

BIG BODY WITH LOTS OF
STRENGTH

ROCKS

A SHARP BEAK

CLIFFS AND MUD

HORNS

MUD

FLEXIBLE BODY

SAFE PLACE FROM
PREDATORS

PLACE TO STORE FOOD

ATTRACT A MATE

STICKS
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ANIMAL CITIES
Just like people some animals like to
make their homes together. Animal cities
can pop up for many reasons: they are
building around a resource, like water,
they have large families, like bumble
bees or ants, or they work together to
stay safe or raise young, like bats and
prairie dogs. No matter the reason, some
animal cities can be huge! Let’s look at
some common animal cities in Minnesota
and beyond.
Hives and Ant Colonies
Insects make some of the biggest animal
cities. Ants and some species of bees,
like honeybees and bumble bees, will
make colonies underground, in logs
or trees with thousands of individuals
working together to survive. They live like
a big family all working together. Bees
and wasps make their hives from wood
and ants dig tunnels under the ground.
Termites, in some parts of the world,
will build huge mounds that contain
thousands of termites and be as tall a
person!
Animals That Nest Together
Mason bees will nest in the same
location, a block of wood in a wall but not
work together to survive. Prairie dogs
also live close together and make large
neighborhoods of tunnels. Bats will roost
together in trees or caves.
Activity: Home Hunt
Your back yard, local park, or even
sidewalk can be home to many different
animals. Your challenge it to find as many
homes around your home as possible. To
the right are pictures of animal homes.
Each animal home that you find is worth
points, as seen on the next page. Can
you get to 1000 points?
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HELP ANIMALS HAVE HOMES
Habitats are where animals get their resources for their homes. As humans turn more wild land
into developed land, animals are losing space for their own needs. We can help animals keep
their homes by making our human habitats more animal friendly.
Make Your Yard Wild
The easiest way to help is to keep part you your yard wild. Let the grass grow tall and leave the
grass stalks to over winter. This will create spaces for animals to live or lay their eggs. If you
have a really big yard leaving dead trees standing or fallen trees alone is a great way to help
animals. Planting native plants in your yard is also a great way to provide habitat.
Build a Home
Sometimes it is not possible to leave a dead tree up or let your grass grow tall. If you can’t,
then you could make an animal home. Wood ducks, bluebirds, owls, and bats will nest in human
made boxes (see plans below). Insects like mason bees will also use homes made by people.
Check out some of the plans in the links below for more information.
No Spray Zone: it can be very helpful to animals if you and your family avoids the use of
chemicals that kill plants and animals (pesticides and herbicides) to control weeds or pests. It is
not always possible, but even reducing the use of chemicals can help wildlife.
Activity: Build a Toad Abode
Toads are amphibians that love
to eat bugs and other small
critters. Toad abodes are great
in gardens, flower beds, or in the
forest. There are many ways to
make your toad abode:
1. Flowerpot - Decorate your
flowerpot to be outside!
- The idea is to create a
space that toads can hop
into you can do this by
half burying on its side or
elevating the pot on rocks.
- Broken pots work great for this, just make a doorway.
2. Hot glue rocks, sticks, or any solid material together into a dome shape with a door way.
3. Don’t have a clay pot or hot glue? Use a coffee can or just stack rocks to make a space.
4. Remember that toads need a water source to survive. This could be a bowl or the bottom of
a clay pot or a shallow depression with water in it.
Detailed directions: https://houstonarboretum.org/2015/06/diy-toad-abode/
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Supplies
Popsicle sticks
Glue or Hot Glue
Markers
Scissors
Instructions
Take your popsicle sticks and place two across
from each other then add drops of glue to the
ends. Stack 2 more on top of those drops of
glue to form a square. If you would like to make
an opening cut a small section out of one side
as you build. Repeat the glue and stacking
process until you have reached your desired
size. We did 14 layers. Add a top by adding
glue across the top layer and lay the sticks
next to each other. Color with markers or paint.
To make the home a little more weatherproof
use hot glue and permanent markers. Outdoor
mod podge to seal.
We placed our animal home in the garden and
will keep an eye on it to see if anyone uses it.
Animals are experts at making homes that fit
their needs. We just thought we would add an
extra shelter for them to utilize and add some
color to our garden.

To read these books and more search under the

Anoka County Library E-library page.
No library card needed!
https://www.anokacounty.us/2599/eLibrary
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