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Booksale Huge Success!
The First Annual Friends of the Anoka County Library
Booksale, held last November, was a resounding success!
15,000 books, video recordings, and CDs were donated for
the sale. About half the donations came from the ACL
branches and half came directly from the community. There
were thousands of children’s fiction and non-fiction titles.
Adult titles included everything from classic literature to
science fiction, as well as numerous non-fiction topics.
Planning for the event began last summer. As donations
arrived in the fall, it was clear that adequate space was
needed for storing and sorting the volumes. Kraus-Anderson
Realty provided us with the space, at no cost to the Friends
for the duration of the project. Thanks Kraus-Anderson
Realty! The book sale would not have been possible without
their help. Additional thanks go to Spire Credit Union for a
cash grant award to cover costs; Cub Foods for providing
bags; Financial One Credit Union for providing a book drop;
and, North Metro TV for advertising the event.
Of course, we can’t forget the wonderful Anoka County
Library staff and all the community volunteers who made
the book sale the success it was. Thank you so much!
Our thanks don’t stop there! An additional $1,350.00 was
donated to the Friends of the ACL through Give to the Max
Day, on November 18.

These donations will be used to support purchases and
programs for the Anoka County Library. Each branch will receive
$300.00 to spend on anything their branch needs. Some
branches spent past awards on patron programs that might not
have otherwise had funding, while some have used it for staff
supplies, or for special art, décor, or toys for their branches. In
the spring, a bigger donation is given to Anoka County Library to
support system-wide initiatives. In the past, these funds have
supported summer reading programs to give each registered
youth a free book, to fund weekly prize drawings to participants
of all ages and to help fund the Beanstack Tracker app.
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Branching Out: Crooked Lake Library:
Within our Anoka County Library system, we have many wonderful branches! This column will feature a different library with each
newsletter so that you can get to know a little more about each one.

It’s funny how places can make you feel a certain way almost the instant you walk through the door. When visiting Crooked Lake
Library for the first time, you immediately feel welcomed. A big part of that feeling comes from the creative staff of employees and
volunteers who are dedicated not only to helping their patrons, but also getting to know them. The diverse community of patrons
makes up what can truly be called a neighborhood library.
Crooked Lake Library was first established in 1958, then moved from a rented location into a former church in 1973. The building
was redesigned in 1986 and is now home to all types of materials and programs, including a large Spanish language section for
adults and kids, a community room and even Binge Boxes (find out more under “Did You Know” header.) The library is also a part
of the new Reading Bridges program which pairs kids reading below grade level with a volunteer. The pair meets once a week for 4
weeks to read and participate in activities designed to build literacy skills. The library also hosts Game Day Saturdays, suitable for
adults and teenagers, to try out new board games with a Library Game Master and other members of the community. Additionally,
you might be inspired to join the Crooked Lake book club, which meets once a month on Monday evenings.
However you make use of the library, consider walking through the doors of our Crooked Lake branch next time. We bet you’ll find
just what you’re looking for!
Crooked Lake Library is located at 11440 Crooked Lake Blvd NW, Coon Rapids

DId You Know?
The Crooked Lake Branch has Binge Boxes available for
check out. A binge box is a collection of DVDs gathered
together based on a common theme such as “Black
History” or “Coming of Age Stories.” A few favorite titles
are “Stop Saving Matt Damon,” Never Travel with Tom
Hanks,” “Don’t Think a Flu Shot Will Cut It,” and “What Did
I Just Watch?” Binge boxes can be checked out for three
weeks. Check them out today!

Kanopy is an on-demand streaming video platform for
public libraries and universities that offers over 30,000
films and documentaries. Using your library card, the
Kanopy app is available for iOS, Android, Kindle Fire and
more. Check out the Mobile Apps section of the Anoka
County
Library
website
to
learn
more
(https://www.anokacounty.us/2581/Mobile-Apps).

Annual Membership Drive
Our 2022 Friends Membership Drive kicks off this month. For as little
as $10 per year, you can support the Friends mission to raise funds
for and increase awareness of Anoka County Library services that
connect the community to ideas, information, and inspiration. Your
member dues help assure the library’s continued ability to offer
special events and programs which enhance the library experience
and enrich the lives of library users.
Print and mail the form linked from the Friends home page
(https://www.anokacounty.us/2680/Friends-of-the-Library).
You
may either attach a check to your form or donate via the Donation
button online. The Friends is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and
your membership dues are tax deductible to the extent allowed by
law.
If you are interested in volunteering at Friends' activities or serving
on the Friends' Board, please check the appropriate boxes on the
form.

